


Calvin was not only studying the Scriptures for himself, but was
observing the effects of the Scriptural doctrines upon individuals
and societies in the great cities of France. Little could it have
been suspected at that time, that, after the lapse of a few years,
those who in France embraced these evangelical doctrines should
come to be known, not as Lutherans, but as Calvinists.

His Conversion

With regard to Calvin's conversion to the Evangelical faith, and
his adoption of the Reformation principles, it appears that several
means were used by the God of grace to bring this remarkable
character under the power of the Gospel.

Three several causes may be recognised: the study of the
Scriptures; the influence of personal friends who were living in
fellowship with Christ; and the spectacle of the piety, devotion,
and steadfastness under persecution of many members of the
Reformed community in Paris.

It was no easy step which Calvin took in going over to the
ranks of the Reformers. He had long been a student and lover of
Holy Writ, and he had recently seen clearly enough the many
corruptions of Popery. Calvin in his youth had been warmly
attached to the papal communion, and he was naturally and by
education an upholder of authority, and indisposed to cast off
accustomed restraints. But events convinced him that no reform of
the papcy could come from within. At the same time, his mind,
enlightened by the Word and the Spirit of God, was dissatisfied
with a religion consisting largely of outward observance. He also
found no real rest for his conscience in following the customary
religious practices. He came to find this rest in the Cospel of
Christ, especially as a revelation of Divine mercy to himself
personally. His conversion was thorough; old things passed away,
and all things became new.

In Ceneva, William Farel, from Dauphiné, in company with
efficient colleagues, had preached the Cospel, and disputed with
and vanquished adversaries, and had secured the establishment of
the Reformation there in 1535. To this Geneva Calvin came. His
intention was to stop only a single night. But Farel, hearing of the
arrival of Calvin, earnestly begged him to abide at GCeneva.
Calvin at first steadily declined his request. Farel, however,
changing his tone from one of intreaty to command, bade him
stay, denouncing him with God's displeasure, if he did not come
“to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the
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