


universal command of the gospel is "Believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and thou shalt be saved ..." (Acts 16:31) and “... God ...

commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts 17:30).

Calvinists merely qualify their belief by saying that only those

who are elect will in fact repent and believe; those who are non-

elect will of their own volition reject Christ and every overture
made to them.

The alternative explanation is that Christ died for all men who
have ever lived and because of this their salvation is made
possible but not guaranteed. Several points arise as a result of this
view:

(a) If He died to pay the penalty for all men's sins, then no man
can be judged for his sins whether He accepts Christ or
not, because the debt has already been paid.

(b) If He died only to make salvation possible, no man ever
would be saved. This is clear from the teaching of Scripture
on the nature of man's complaint. Not only is he alienated
from God and polluted in every faculty by sin, but he is
"... dead in trespasses and sins" (Ephesians 2:1,5 cf Ezekiel
37:1-10). Now dead men cannot bring themselves to life; it
is a physical impossibility. They must be born again but no
one can effect his own birth. Man is absolutely helpless.

(c) Even though Christ has died as a sacrifice for sin, man has
still to 'decide for Christ' or 'accept Him as his Saviour' or
‘open his heart to Him' or suchlike. In other words man has
still to do something in order to be saved and hence, in the
final analysis, he is saved by works and the gospel is a gospel
of works.

Calvinists hoid that Christ not only makes salvation possible but
He actually saves from sin. Many illustrations could be given, such
as a house on fire with a person trapped in an upstairs room. The
Fire Brigade arrive and run a ladder up to the window. The
fireman shouts to the person inside, "All you have to do is to step
on to the ladder." This is all very well if the person is fit and
able, or not frightened, or not asleep, or not overcome by the
smoke. However, the fireman would be truly described as a
saviour if he jumps into the room, snatches the person from inside
and carries him down the ladder to safety.

The charge is then made that this implies that people are saved
against - their will. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Scripture clearly defines the means which the Holy Spirit uses to
bring men to a knowledge of salvation. First He regenerates the
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predestinate in Christ unto eternal life.

'The world, John the Baptist speaks of, whose sins Christ takes
away, and the world which Paul says has been recongiled, is to
be discerned from that world for which Christ prayed not (john
17:9), for look, for whom He prayed not, for them He died not.’

George Whitefield: Letter to John Wesley

‘Says the dear Mr Wesley, "How uncomfortable a thought is
this, that thousands and millions of men, without any preceding
offence or fault of theirs, were unchangeably doomed to
everlasting burnings?”

'‘But who ever asserted, that thousands and millions of men,
without any preceding offence or fault of theirs, were unchange~
ably doomed to everlasting burnings? Do not they who believe
Cod's dooming men to everlasting burnings, also believe, that God
fooked upon them as fallen in Adam? And that the decree which
ordained the punishment, first regarded the crime by which it was
deserved? How then are they doomed without any preceding fault?
Surely Mr wesley will own God's justice, in imputing Adam's sin
to his posterity; and also, that after Adam fell, and his posterity in
him, Cod might justly have passed them all by, without sending
His own Son to be a saviour for any one, Unless you heartily
agree to both these points, you do not believe original sin aright. If
you do own them, then you must acknowledge the doctrine of
election and reprobation to be highly just and reasonable. For if
Cod might justly impute Adam's sin to all, and afterwards have
passed by all, then He might justly pass by some. Turn on the right
hand, or on the left, you are reduced to an inexplicable dilemma.
And, if you would be consistent, you must either give up the
doctrine of imputation of Adam's sin or receive the amiable
doctrine of election, with a holy and righteous reprobation as its
consequent. For whether you can believe it or no, the word of
God abides faithful: "The election hath obtained it, and the rest
were blinded."’

Robert Murray McCheyne: Sermon on Acts 13:48b

‘Every thinking man must know and feel that none will ever
come to Christ but those who were given Him by the Father from
all eternity. The only power that can bring a child of Satan and
make him a child of God, is God Himself. Ah! dear friends, the
power is not in creatures. It is not in the power of man - it is not
in the power given to ministers; Cod alone can do it... Ah! my
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dear friends this is a humbling doctrine. There is no diffference
between us and the children of wrath; some of us were more
wicked than they, yet God set His love on us. If there are any
here that think they have been chosen because they were better
than others, you are grossly mistaken.’

Charles Haddon Spurgeon

‘We are often told that we limit the atonement of Christ,
because we say that Christ has not made a satisfaction for all
men, or all men would be saved. Now, our reply to this is, that,
on the other hand, our opponents limit it: we do not. The
Arminians say, Christ died for all men. Ask them what they mean
by it. Did Christ die so as to secure the salvation of all men?
They say, "No, certainly not." We ask them the next question: Did
Christ die so as to secure the salvation of any man in particular?
They answer, "No." They are obliged to admit this if they are
consistent. They say, “No, Christ has died that any mnan may be
saved if..." and then follow certain conditions of salvation. Now,
who is it that limits the death of Christ? Why, you. You say that
Christ did not die so as to infallibly secure the salvation of
anybody. We beg your pardon, when you say we limit Christ's
death; we say, "No, my dear sir, it is you that do it." We say
that Christ so died that He infallibly secured the salvation of a
multitude that no man can number, who through Christ's death not
only may be saved, but are saved and cannot by any possibility run
the hazard of being anything but saved. You are welcome to your
atonement; you may keep it. We will never renounce ours for the
sake of it. '

15



