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a kind of broad religious ‘agnosticism' just suits an immense
number of people, and specially suits young people. They are
content to- shovel aside all disputed points as rubbish,and if you
charge them with indecision, they will tell you: "I do not pretend
to understand controversy; | decline to examine controverted
points. | daresay it is all the same in the long run." Who does not
know that such people swarm and abound everywhere?

Danger of Indecision

Now | do beseech all to beware of this undecided state of mind
in religion. It is a pestilence which walketh in darkness, and a
destruction that wasteth at noonday. It is a lazy, idle frame of soul
which, doubtless, saves man the trouble of thought and inves-
tigation, but it is a frame of soul for which there is no warrant in
the Bible. For your own soul's sake, dare to make up your mind
what you believe, and dare to have positive, distinct views of
truth and error. Never, never be afraid to hold decided doctrinal
opinions; and let no fear of man and no morbid dread of being
thought party spirited, narrow, or controversial, make you rest
contented with a boneless, tasteless, colourlesss, lukewarm, un-
~ dogmatic Christianity! |

Mark what | say. If you want to do good in these times you
must throw aside indecision, and take up a distinct, sharply-cut
doctrinal religion. If you believe little, those to whom you try to
do good will believe nothing. The victories of Christianity,
~wherever they have been won, have been won by distinct doctrinal
theology; by telling men roundly of Christ's vicarious death and
-sacrifice; by showing them Christ's substitution on the cross, and
- His precious blood; by teaching them justification by faith, and
bidding them believe on a crucified Saviour; by preaching ruin by
sin, redemption by Christ, regeneration by the Spirit; by lifting up
the brazen serpent; by telling men to look and live, to believe
repent and be converted. This, this is the only teaching which for
centuries God has honoured with success, and is honouring at the
present day both at home and abroad. ,

It is doctrine — doctrine, clear ringing doctrine — which, like
the ram's horns at Jericho, casts down the opposition of the devil
and.sin.  Let us cling to decided doctrinal views, whatever some
may please to say in these times, and we shall do well for
ourselves, well for others, and well for Christ's cause in the
world!



