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‘We must begin with God. As it is in God's glory that we
hope to iend, so with God we must begin. This: is not merely a
~ rather abstract principle that has no application to what we are
doing, but it must be our exact starting point. |
When we start with God's covenant, we start with Cod

God: a Covenant Being

First of all therefore, we must notice that Cod is a covenant
God. The deepest ground for the covenant of grace must be found
in the truth that Cod lives a covenant life in Himself, even apart
from the creatures He has created.

Cod is triune. That is, He is is one in essence and three in
person. This central and all-important doctrine of the Church has
stood as the immovable rock upon which all truth is based. This
trinity of God is the deepest reason why God is a covenant Cod
and lives a covenant life within Himself. Without the reality of the
trinity, this would be impossible.

That God is one in essence means that there is only one God,
one divine Being, one divine Essence. There is in Cod only one
mind and one will, one divine nature, one divine life. All the
attributes of the C.odhead are attributes of the essence of the one
Cod and, therefore, of Cod Himself. |

Yet, while there is only this one divine essence, there are
nevertheless three persons within the Godhead, three distinct egos,
three that say "I." There is the Father; there is the Son; there is
the Holy Spirit. But we must not be left with the false impression
that these three are indistinct from each other, as far as their
personal characteristics and attributes are concerned. The Father is
personally distinct from the Son and the Holy Spirit, and the Son
is personally distinct from the Father and the Holy Spirit. And
what may be said of the Father and Son may equally be said of
the Holy Spirit. It is true that they have together but one mind and
one will. But the Father thinks as the Father; the Son thinks as the
Son; the Holy Spirit is personally distinct from Father and Son in
His thinking and willing. And yet they think and will the same
thoughts and desires. Their life is one; their joy is one; their
purpose is one; there is only one Cod.

On this truth of the trinity, rests the truth of the covenant life
within the Godhead.

If we enquire into the nature and character of the covenant on
the basis of this truth of the trinity, then the answer must be that
Cod's covenant life is the fellowship and communion which He
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likeness will ye compare unto him?" (lsaiah 40:12-18).

Man in Relation to the Covenant |

-~ If we should ask ourselves at this point, why it is that God
created man and established His covenant with His own people,
-then we touch on the very heart of our relationship to Cod in all
of our life. The answer to which we come is an answer that can
only prostrate the child of God in dust and ashes before the
greatness of the Almighty. It is only because of the deepest
sovereign goodness of Cod - that can never be adequately
explained in human language or understood by a mere finite mind
- that God has seen fit, not only to create the worlds, but also to
create a people to love Him and to participate in His glory and
goodness. God willed to do it! More than this we cannot say.

~ But here we touch upon an essential point in our understanding
of the doctrine of the covenant of grace. God cannot be known in
and of Himself. Because He is so great and so infinately exalted
above all His creation, He is unknown to any man apart from
revelation. The infinately deep and wide chasm that separates God
from man is a chasm that cannot possibly be bridged by man nor
crossed by the efforts of the creature. God dwells in a light to
which no man can approach. He is the invisible One, Who alone
is greatly exalted. If therefore, He is known by the creature, He
is known only because He makes Himself known through divine
revelation. If it is possible for us to know Him at all, it is only
because He has revealed Himself to us in a way that we can both
understand and appropriate for ourselves.

In other words, if God is to be known at all, it can only be by
the amazing wonder of a revelation that reveals the truth of the
infinite God and yet reveals it in such a way that it can be
understood by man. Not by our powers of reason and intellect, nor
by the strength of man, nor by man's scientific investigation, nor
by man's best efforts, can God ever be known. The only way is
for man to bow in humilty before the Word of God and pray that
his earnest efforts to penetrate the wonders of that Word may be
blessed by His Father in heaven. In that Word is contained all the
truth of the trinity, the truth of all God's glorious perfections, the
truth of His own glorious covenant life and the truth of the
everlasting covenant of grace.

So to speak of the covenant of grace is to speak of revelation.
When Cod reveals His own covenant life to man, then and then
only is there the reality of the covenant of grace.

[Continued on page 32]



32

although the future is uncertain. Will God maintain the cause of
truth, or will our congregation go the way of so many others, that
of compromise and then denial? We cannot remain standing still.
We know that a Reformed church must be always reforming.
There is a need for growth and development in the truth, both in
our individual lives and in the life of the congregation.

Our calling is clear: To stand firm in the truth, to preach the
truth and to contend for the truth. May the God of all grace be
pleased to keep us faithful to our calling. We lift up our heads,
looking for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in glory and
longing for that Day when all the ransomed church of God shall
be saved to sin no more.

SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES [Continued from page 1]

It is further true that Cod's Word must be preached to all
nations (Matthew 28:19), so that where God has given new life
there would be seen the proper response: true conversion. The
Word of Cod declares "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved..." (Acts 16:31). That is the promise of the gospel
which has never yet failed, nor ever willl

THE COVENANT OF GRACE [Continued from page 27]

And we must certainly bear in mind that this is not a mere
revelation in words; but it is indeed a living reality for man
himself. When Cod establishes His covenant with His people, He
does not simply tell them about it, but He takes them into His own
covenant life. He causes men to share in the joy and happiness of
His own fellowship. He gives to man the taste of the greatness of
His own communion and friendship. And when this is accomplished
through the wonder of divine grace, then and then only is there
the reality for us of this glorious covenant of which we speak.

To enter into God's own life of fellowship will stand eternally
as the incomprehensible wonder of our salvation!

[To be continued]



