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mean that one is as separate from the other as one human person
is from every other. They are but one Cod. Such a profound
mystery! There is no way that we can explain it.

All that is revealed to us is that the three_are distinct as "one
Spirit ... one Lord ... one Cod and Father of all" (Ephesians 4:4-
6), and "the same Spirit ... the same Lord ... the same Cod"
(1 Corinthians 12:4-6).

The Doctrine of the Trinity in History

The Jews of Jesus' days strongly emphasised the unity of God,
and this emphasis was carried over into the Christian Church.
Tertullian (160-225 AD) was the first to use the term 'Trinity'
and to formulate the doctrine. But his formulation was deficient,
since it involved an unwarranted subordination of the Son to the
Father. Origen (185-254 AD) went even further in this direction
by teaching explicitly that the Son is subordinate to the Father in
respect to essence, and that the Holy Spirit is subordinate even to
the Son. He detracted from the essential deity of these two
" Persons of the Godhead and furnished a stepping-stone to the
Arians. They denied the deity of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
by representing the Son as the first creature of the Father and the
Holy Spirit as the first creature of the Son. The Arians still
retained a semblance of the doctrine of the three Persons of the
Codhead, but this was sacrificed entirely to Monarchianism, which
saw in Jesus but a man and in the Holy Spirit a divine influence.

On the other hand, there were also some who lost sight of the
unity of God to such an extent that they landed in Tritheism. So
the Church began to formulate its doctrine of the Trinity in the
fourth century. The Council of Nicea (325 AD) declared the Son
to be co-essential with the Father, while at the Council of
Constantinople there were controversies which agitated the Church
with reference to the constitution of the Person of Christ. Then
the Creed of Athanasius was generally adopted, at least among the
western Churches.

After the Reformation, the Arminians revived the doctrine of
subordination. They ascribed to the Father a certain pre-eminence
over the other Persons in order, dignity and power. A somewhat
‘similar  position was held by Samuel Clarke (1675-1729).
Others followed, for instance Emmanuel Swedenborg (1688-
1722), who held that the eternal ‘God-man' became flesh in the
Son and operated through the Holy Spirit. The Socinians of the
Reformation made Christ merely a man, and the Holy Spirit but a






